
Presentation of the French 
National Debate



Timeline of the Debate

The Yellow Vests movement forms 
in reaction to the new tax on gas. A 
first strike is organized on 
November 17th (initially supported 
by 70% of the population)

October 2018

The Elysee announces the 
suppression of the tax and the 
launch of a “national discussion” on 
December 10th

December 2018

In a letter addressed to all French 
citizens, President Macron presents 
the four main topics of the Debate 
and personally commits to the 
smooth running of the debate

January 13th 2019

Launch of the National Debate and 
opening of the digital platform for 
the next two months

January 15th 2019

Official closure of the French 
National Debate
Launch of the 21 Regional Citizens’ 
Discussions with randomly selected 
citizens

March 15th 2019

Both the government and the 
President present the results of 
the National Debate and 
announce the follow-ups

April-May 2019

https://granddebat.fr/pages/la-lettre-du-president-de-la-republique-aux-francais


What
happened ?

The Great National Debate, a way to “solve” the
“Yellow Vests’" anger over inequality and
Macron's perceived indifference to the struggles
of rural and small-town France

Two months of debates where French citizens
were able to make proposals through different
channels

In a letter sent to each and every citizen, Macron
pledged to answer to every proposal within a
month to forge "a new contract with the Nation."





Announcement of 
the French National 

Debate by the 
President and the 

Government 

At local level, focal points are 
appointed to ensure good 

management of the Debate

2 French Ministers are 
appointed to conduct 

the Debate 

5 guarantors are 
selected to ensure the 

debate’s 
independence and 

transparency

An interministerial mission is 
created to coordinate and 

organize the Debate process

Political and administrative coordination of the 
Debate



Citizens’ registers 
are available in 
each county of 

France

Dialogues on the first 
results of the Debate are 

organized in each 
parliamentary chamber

Local meetings are organized 
across the country by elected 
officials, associations, citizens. 
A kit is available online to help 

organize them

21 citizens’ dialogues are organized in each region, 
bringing together randomly selected citizens for a day and 

half. Together, they formulate propositions on each topic of 
the Debate

Opening of the 
digital platform 

(questionnaires and 
open contributions)

4 multi-stakeholder 
dialogues are launched 

on each topic of the 
Debate 

The Debate procedure



Online and postal 
messages received by 

the Debate 
administrators

Written reports 
from local meetings

Municipalities 
with citizens’ 

registers

Online contribution:
completed questionnaires = 

70%, open propositions = 30%

Verbatims analyzedScanned pages from 
citizens’ registers 

23.2% on ecological transition
26.1% on organization of the State 
27.4% on public finances
23.3% on democracy/citizenship

Contributions from organizations

Reports on the Debate 
summarized in 1500 pages



Citizens’ 
Dialogues

100 randomly selected citizens to represent the
diversity of each region, according to 5 criteria:
age, gender, socio-professional category,
department, size of agglomeration

A day and a half of discussion, where people
debated to develop collective proposals on the
four themes of the Great National Debate.

21 Regional Citizens Conferences: 13 in
mainland France, 5 in the overseas
departments and regions, 1 national conference
dedicated to youth and 2 in overseas
communities



1404 citizens
252 hours of 
deliberative

dialogue

230 collective 
proposals

A very high level of 
satisfaction among

citizens (8.1/10)

Collective diagnosis

Identification of priority 
areas of action 

Collective 
proposals



Major 
Outcomes of 
the Citizens’ 

Dialogues

A solid attachment to the democratic values and the 
socio-political model of the country.

A strong will to act; French citizens want to play a 
more significant role in the decision process. Citizens 
demand serious follow-up to the French National 
Debate.

Education as a lever for better understanding and 
better action. It should also have its robust role in 
social mobility restored.

On the topic of ecological transition, citizens demand 
state actions capable of rising to such challenges,



The Citizens’ 
Assembly on 

Climate

150 randomly selected citizens who will meet 
one weekend every three weeks for six 
months

Citizens will produce a report which will be 
translated into law, or into rulings, or put to a 
referendum

Experts on the climate, economists, 
associations and socio-economic stakeholders 
will present the current situation 
A team of administrators will help citizens 
translate their proposals into legislative 
material 



Open discussion 
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