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The mind-bending science fiction film Sleep Dealer 
provides a window into a dystopian future on the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The desert is parched and wa-
ter is ruthlessly hoarded by private interests. Drones 
streak across the desert skies, hunting for dissidents. 
The border is sealed. In Mexico, workers toil in digital 
factories where they remotely control robots working 
in the United States, building skyscrapers and tend-
ing to the elderly. Sleep Dealer was awarded both 
the Waldo Salt Screenwriting Award and the Alfred P. 
Sloan prize for the best science or technology film at 
the Sundance Film Festival in 2008. 

Join the School for the Future of Innovation and 
Society for a screening and conversation—and free 
nachos and drinks—featuring experts on technology 
and society, risk innovation, immigration, labor, and 
the past, present, and future of national borders.

Andrew Maynard
Andrew Maynard is a Professor in ASU’s 
School for the Future of Innovation in 
Society, and the Director of the Risk In-
novation Lab, a unique center focused on 
transforming how we think about and act 
on risk, in pursuit of increasing and main-
taining various kinds of “value.”  He is the 
co-chair of the World Economic Forum 
Global Agenda Council on Nanotechnol-
ogy, the creator of the YouTube channel 
“Risk Bites,” and writes a regular column 
for the journal Nature Nanotechnology. 

Lisa Magaña
Lisa Magaña is an Associate Professor 
in ASU’s School of Transborder Studies. 
She is an expert in the areas of immigration 
and Latino public policy issues, and is the 
author of the books Straddling the Border: 
Immigration Policy and the INS (2003) and 
Mexican Americans and the Politics of Di-
versity: ¡Querer es poder! (2005), and the 
co-editor of the anthology Latino Politics 
and Arizona’s Immigration Law SB 1070 
(2013).

Rick Rodriguez
Rick Rodriguez is the Southwest Border-
lands Initiative Professor at ASU’s Walter 
Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, where he is developing 
programs for in-depth reporting on Latino 
and borderland issues. He is the former 
Executive Editor and Senior Vice Presi-
dent of The Sacramento Bee. During his 
tenure at The Bee, his staff won many of 
the country’s most prestigious awards, 
including the Pulitzer Prize, Robert F. Ken-
nedy Award, and George Polk Award for 
investigative reporting. Rick was the first 
Latino to serve as President of the Ameri-
can Society of Newspaper Editors. 


