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OverviewOverview



 
Social Construction of Technological Systems Social Construction of Technological Systems 
(SCOTS) Perspective (SCOTS) Perspective 



 
Firearms are contentious artifactsFirearms are contentious artifacts



 
Technological Innovations outpace RegulationsTechnological Innovations outpace Regulations



Relevant Social GroupsRelevant Social Groups



 

Policy MakersPolicy Makers


 

Legitimate Users/OwnersLegitimate Users/Owners


 

Law Enforcement/MilitaryLaw Enforcement/Military


 

Illegitimate Users/CriminalsIllegitimate Users/Criminals


 

Heath Care ProvidersHeath Care Providers


 

LobbyistsLobbyists


 

ManufacturersManufacturers



ContentionContention



 
Conflicting reports Conflicting reports ––

 
analysis of crime, injury, analysis of crime, injury, 

and death data by different groupsand death data by different groups


 
Statistics are often conflatedStatistics are often conflated


 

Homicide/suicideHomicide/suicide


 

Violent crimesViolent crimes


 

Other deadly weaponsOther deadly weapons


 
22ndnd

 
Amendment viewed as Fundamental Right Amendment viewed as Fundamental Right 



 
Artifacts outpace policy Artifacts outpace policy ––

 
high capacity/high high capacity/high 

lethality weapons lethality weapons 



Legislative LandmarksLegislative Landmarks

22ndnd

 
Amendment 1789/1791Amendment 1789/1791

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the A well regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to security of a free state, the right of the people to 

keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed. keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed. 



1818thth
 

Century Artifacts Century Artifacts 



Legislative LandmarksLegislative Landmarks



 
National Firearms Act of 1934National Firearms Act of 1934



 
Registration & Transfer TaxRegistration & Transfer Tax


 

Fully automatic firearmsFully automatic firearms


 

Silencers (suppressors)Silencers (suppressors)


 

ShortShort--barreled firearmsbarreled firearms


 

AOWsAOWs



Early 20Early 20thth
 

Century ArtifactsCentury Artifacts



Legislative LandmarksLegislative Landmarks



 

Assault Weapons Ban 1994Assault Weapons Ban 1994--20042004


 

““Clinton BanClinton Ban””


 

"Large" or "High" capacity detachable magazine, usually defined "Large" or "High" capacity detachable magazine, usually defined as holding more as holding more 
than 10 rounds; than 10 rounds; 



 

MilitaryMilitary--style appearance, including semistyle appearance, including semi--automatic replicas of military fullyautomatic replicas of military fully--

 
automatic automatic assault rifleassault rifles; s; 



 

Folding or telescoping stock; Folding or telescoping stock; 


 

A grenade launcher; A grenade launcher; 


 

On rifles and shotguns, those with pistolOn rifles and shotguns, those with pistol--type grips; type grips; 


 

A A bayonetbayonet

 

mount; mount; 


 

Threaded barrel capable of accepting a Threaded barrel capable of accepting a flash suppressoflash suppressor or sound suppressor (aka r or sound suppressor (aka 
silencersilencer); ); 



 

Weapons that include a barrel shroud or other covering that permWeapons that include a barrel shroud or other covering that permits the shooter its the shooter 
to hold the firearm with the nonto hold the firearm with the non--trigger hand without being burned; trigger hand without being burned; 



 

On On pistolspistols, those on which the magazine attaches outside of the pistol gri, those on which the magazine attaches outside of the pistol grip; p; 


 

Any rifle chambered to fire the .50 BMG cartridge. (In CaliforniAny rifle chambered to fire the .50 BMG cartridge. (In California) a) 



Assault WeaponsAssault Weapons



Unruly StatisticsUnruly Statistics



 
KellermannKellermann

 
and and ReayReay

 
(1986) "Protection or (1986) "Protection or 

Peril? An Analysis of Firearms Related Deaths in Peril? An Analysis of Firearms Related Deaths in 
the Home."  New England Journal of Medicine. the Home."  New England Journal of Medicine. 
314: 1557314: 1557--60.60.



 
43:1 Ratio43:1 Ratio



 
Guns in the home are 43 times more likely to Guns in the home are 43 times more likely to 
kill self, friend, or family than an intruder.kill self, friend, or family than an intruder.



Unruly StatisticsUnruly Statistics

Classification of 398 Gunshot Deaths Classification of 398 Gunshot Deaths 
involving a Firearm Kept in the Homeinvolving a Firearm Kept in the Home
Type of DeathType of Death

 
NN

Unintentional deathsUnintentional deaths
 

1212
Criminal homicideCriminal homicide

 
4141

SuicideSuicide
 

333333
UnknownUnknown

 
33

TotalTotal
 

389389

SelfSelf--protection homicideprotection homicide
 

9 9 



Unruly StatisticsUnruly Statistics



 
389/9 = 43389/9 = 43



 
Deaths occurring in King County, Washington, Deaths occurring in King County, Washington, 
from 1978 to 1983from 1978 to 1983



Bureau of Justice StatisticsBureau of Justice Statistics

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/viortrdtab.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/hmrttab.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/firearmnonfataltab.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/guncrimetab.htm


RKBARKBA



 
Framers of the Constitution are no better at Framers of the Constitution are no better at 
predicting technologypredicting technology



 
Difficult to regulate artifactsDifficult to regulate artifacts



 
Lobbying GroupsLobbying Groups


 

NRANRA


 

Brady CampaignBrady Campaign


 

Minuteman Border PatrolMinuteman Border Patrol



2121stst
 

Century ArtifactsCentury Artifacts



 

FN 5.7FN 5.7


 

Armor PiercingArmor Piercing


 

CR SolutionCR Solution


 

AmmoAmmo


 

SS192 banSS192 ban


 

SS196 okSS196 ok
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