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Overview

m Social Construction of Technological Systems

(SCOTS) Perspective

B Firearms are contentious artifacts

m Technological Innovations outpace Regulations



Relevant Social Groups

m Policy Makers

m [egitimate Users/Owners

m [Law Enforcement/Military
m [llegitimate Users/Criminals
m Heath Care Providers

® Lobbyists

m Manufacturers



Contention

m Conflicting reports — analysis of crime, injury,
and death data by different groups
B Statistics are often conflated
# Homicide/suicide
® Violent crimes
® Other deadly weapons
m 2 Amendment viewed as Fundamental Right

m Artifacts outpace policy — high capacity/high
lethality weapons



Legislative Landmarks

20d Amendment 1789/1791

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the
security of a free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
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Legislative Landmarks

m National Firearms Act of 1934

m Registration & Transfer Tax
m Fully automatic firearms
m Silencers (Suppressors)

m Short-barreled firearms
mE AOW:s



Early 20" Century Artifacts




Legislative Landmarks

m  Assault Weapons Ban 1994-2004

“Clinton Ban”

"Large" or "High" capacity detachable magazine, usually defined as holding more
than 10 rounds;

Military-style appearance, including semi-automatic replicas of military fully-
automatic assault rifles;

Folding or telescoping stock;

A grenade launcher;

On rifles and shotguns, those with pistol-type grips;
A bayonet mount;

Threaded barrel capable of accepting a flash suppressor or sound suppressor (aka
silencer);

Weapons that include a barrel shroud or other covering that permits the shooter
to hold the firearm with the non-trigger hand without being burned;

On pistols, those on which the magazine attaches outside of the pistol grip;
Any rifle chambered to fire the .50 BMG cartridge. (In California)



Assault Weapons
Gun ban expires, legalizes making of military-style features
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Unruly Statistics

m Kellermann and Reay (1986) "Protection or
Peril? An Analysis of Firearms Related Deaths in
the Home." New England Journal of Medicine.
314: 1557-60.

m 43:1 Ratio

m Guns in the home are 43 times more likely to
kill self, friend, or family than an intruder.



Unruly Statistics

Classification of 398 Gunshot Deaths
involving a Fitearm Kept in the Home

Type of Death N
Unintentional deaths 12
Criminal homicide 7y
Suicide 333
Unknown 3
Total 389

Self-protection homicide 9



Unruly Statistics

m 389/9 =43

m Deaths occurring in King County, Washington,
from 1978 to 1983



Bureau of Justice Statistics

Violent crime rates
Adjusted victimization rate
per 1,000 persons age 12 and over
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http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/viortrdtab.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/hmrttab.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/firearmnonfataltab.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/guncrimetab.htm

RKBA

B Framers of the Constitution are no better at

predicting technology
m Difficult to regulate artifacts
m [obbying Groups
= NRA
® Brady Campaign

B Minuteman Border Patrol



215t Century Artifacts
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It's for your own good
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